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INSIDE  N.I 


MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN’S  REPORT 


August,  1993  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have  applied  for 
membership.  If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  October  1,  1993,  their 
membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date. 

2419  Glen  Shake,  P.  O.  Box  560,  Allen,  Texas  75002 

2420-MT  Thomas  E.  Quigley,  35  N.E.  Buffalo  St.,  Portland,  Oregon  97211-2355 

(Unc.  & Proof  Coins,  Sets  & Crowns) 


Reinstatement:  The  following  member  has  complied  with  the  By-Laws  and  is  hereby 
reinstated  to  full  membership: 

751  Adolph  Scolavino,  608  La  Vita  Dr.,  N.E.,  Albuquerque,  New  Mexico 

87108 


LIBRARIAN’S  REPORT 


Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material  to  the  NI 
Library: 


NI  Purchase 


AA40.SweJ:  1992:TN 

SWEENY,  JAMES  O./TURFBOER,  ROBERT 
Tempus  in  Nummis. 

Vol.  1.  The  history  and  fundamentals  of  dating  in  numismatics. 
Pub.  1992,  175pp,  illus. 

Vol.  2.  The  romantic  story  of  time  themes  in  numismatics. 

Pub.  1992,  254pp,  illus. 


John  L.  Pieratt 


SC60.BarP:  1989:BFFL 

BARTLETT,  PHILIPPE 

Badges  of  the  French  Foreign  Legion  1923-1989. 
Pub.  1989,  63pp,  illus. 


175 


SJ80.ByrD:  1989:MOMRV 
BYRNE,  DANIEL  M. 

Collector’s  handbook  of  military  orders  and  medals  of  the  Republic  of 
Vietnam. 

Pub.  1989,  32pp,  illus. 

SH60.GleA:  1992:DSCAV 
GLEIM,  ALBERT  F. 

Distinguished  service  cross  awards  of  the  Vietnam  war. 

Pub.  1992,  17pp,  not  illus. 

SE20.GooN:  1992:MYB 

GOODING,  NORMAN 

The  medals  year  book.  A-Z  of  medals.  (British  orders  and 
decorations,  3rd  edition.) 

Pub.  1992,  171pp,  illus. 

SA60.LloM:1991:MBI 
LLOYD,  MARK 

The  concise  illustrated  book  of  military  badges  and  insignia. 

Pub.  1991,  45pp,  illus. 

SH60.McdJ:1986:USAIV 
MCDUFF,  JAMES  M. 

Selected  U.  S.  Army  insignia  of  the  Vietnam  war. 

Pub.  ca.  1986,  78pp,  illus. 

QA60.MuGa:  1993:PW 

MURTHA,  GARY  D. 

The  paper  war.  Propaganda  of  the  Allied  forces  in  South  Vietnam. 
Pub.  1993,  93pp,  illus. 

SH60.ThoL:  1986:EUTVW 

Elite  unit  insignia  of  the  Vietnam  war. 

Pub.  1986,  68pp,  illus. 

Dr.  Vladimir  Suchy 

RK80.WieA:1964:MMP 
WIECEK,  ADAM 

Medale  mennicy  panstowowej.  (Polish  medals  for  the  period  1924- 
1968.) 

Pub.  1964,  93pp,  illus. 

II.  In  addition  to  the  above  John  Pieratt  has  also  donated  considerable  non- 
numismatic  material  relating  to  the  Vietnam  war,  among  which  are  six  volumes  of  the 
Osprey  "Men-at-Arms  Series";  Melson  and  Arnold’s  "U.S.  Marines  in  Vietnam.  The 
war  that  would  not  end.  1971-1973";  Charles  T.  Kamps,  Jr.’s  "The  history  of  the 
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Vietnam  war";  and  John’s  own  manuscript,  "Awakening  in  the  East."  In  addition  to 
the  above  John  has  also  given  us  a copy  of  Gary  Murtha’s  "Japanese  Swordguard 
Artists."  We  would  also  like  to  thank  David  G.  Briggs  for  his  gift  of  numismatic 
material  the  Library. 


Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.,  Book  Librarian 
James  D.  Haley,  Periodical  Librarian 
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LATVIA  PATTERN 


In  1922  Latvia  was  anticipating  the  change  to  Gulden  and  Cents  as  monetary  units. 
Thus,  a silver  dollar  size  10  Cent  pattern  coin  was  produced,  but  as  these  units  were 
not  accepted  nothing  more  came  of  it.  This  one  coin  may  be  unique. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

******************************************************************** 

NUMISMATIC  GLEANINGS 

"Edward  I (King  of  England,  1272-1307)  had  a number  of  trusted  nobles  of  the 
second  rank  whom  he  constantly  employed  as  diplomats  and  negotiators  among  whom 
Othon  de  Grandson  was  one  of  the  most  trusted...  When  he  was  sent  from  Gascony 
to  the  (papal)  curia  in  May  1289...,  Grandson  was  entrusted  with  money  to  pay  the 
annual  pensions  given  to  certain  cardinals  to  encourage  them  to  further  English 
interests,  to  pay  off  any  outstanding  English  obligations  to  the  pope  and  to  provide 
the  salaries  of  certain  papal  notaries... 

"In  submitting  his  accounts  Grandson  quite  correctly  included  the  cost  of  the  foreign 
exchange,  but  it  is  startling  to  realize  just  how  circumscribed  was  the  circulation  of 
the  varieties  of  coins  for  in  travelling  from  Gascony  to  Italy  and  back  to  England  the 
party  had  to  exchange  and  use  twelve  different  local  moneys." 

Margaret  Wade  Labarge,  Medieval 
Travellers,  New  York  (1982),  pp.123-124. 

(Submitted  by  David  G.  Briggs) 
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FROM  THE  MAILBOX 


Re:  Stephen  Huston’s  letter  in  the  NI  BULLETIN  for  July,  1993 

I am  sorry  if  Mr.  Huston  has  taken  offence  at  my  article  on  Roman  coin  reverses,  for 
I thought  I had  inserted  enough  maybes  and  maybe  nots  in  it  to  avoid  any  great  upset. 

The  only  thing  I challenged  about  Speck  & Huston’s  booklet  was  the  interpretation 
of  the  Dafne  type  contained  in  the  sentence  I quoted  from  the  review.  Since  this 
sentence  is  a close  paraphrase  of  two  sentences  on  p.2  of  Speck  & Huston’s  booklet, 
I don’t  really  see  what  the  fuss  is  about.  True,  the  interpretation  was  originally 
McGregor’s  "compelling  reasoning"  which  has  been  around  "for  nearly  a decade",  it 
clearly  didn’t  impress  - or  hadn’t  reached  - Clive  Foss  either,  whose  book  was 
published  in  1990. 

Mr.  Huston  writes:  "Nothing  in  our  study  relies  on  the  significance  of  a palm 

branch."  Really?  Unless  that  palm  branch  carries  specifically  Christian  symbolism, 
the  whole  interpretation  of  this  coin  type  falls  flat,  surely,  and  there  is  nothing  to 
distinguish  it  from  a military  seated  Victory  type.  (Given  the  barbarian  threat  to  the 
new  capital  from  the  Lower  Danube  frontier  at  that  time,  a military  interpretation  is 
not  that  implausible!) 

Coming  to  Mr.  Huston’s  observation  that  the  chi-rho  monogram  appears  on  coins  of 
Ptolemy  HI  etc.,  this  is  a neat  counterexample,  but  not  quite  neat  enough  to  cry 
"touch6". 

When  I wrote  in  my  article  that  "the  presence  of  the 
chi-rho  monogram  on  many  coins  of  the  later  Roman 
Empire  is  of  undeniable  Christian  significance"  I had  in 
mind  particularly  the  well  know  double  centenionalis 
reverse  of  Magnentius  and  Decentius  (Fig.  1)  where  we 
find  the  monogram  not  alone  but  flanked  by  the  Alpha 
and  Omega  of  Rev. 22. 13  etc.  Pretty  undeniably 
Christian,  I would  have  thought. 

Likewise  when  I write  of  "unambiguously  Christian 
symbols"  on  some  coins  of  Constantine,  mentioned 
particular  the  Gloria  Exercitus  type  of  Fig.  2,  it  is  not 
simply  the  monogram  which  makes  it  unambiguous,  but 
the  presence  of  the  labarum  as  a whole,  whose 
significance  we  know  from  Eusabius’s  account  of  its 
use  in  military  action,  etc. 

The  chi-rho  monogram  on  some  of  the  coins  of  Ptolemy  HI  (Fig.  3),  as  Mr.  Huston 
well  knows,  are  simply  the  same  two  Greek  letters,  X and  P,  monogrammed  in  the 
same  way  but  for  a different  purpose.  They  have  to  be  seen  against  a background  of 
other  similarly  monogrammed  letters  - e.g.  nT.  HA,  TYP  etc.,  presumably  the  initials 
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Fig.  3 


or  abbreviated  names  of  the  monetary  magistrates  who  issued  the  coins.  To  see  the 
XP  monogram  on  these  coins  as  a use  of  the  same  symbol  would  be  like  taking  the 
initials  AA  in  England  to  signify  Alcoholics  Anonymous  instead  of  Automobile 
Association  - an  embarrassing  mistake  if  your  car  is  broken  down  by  the  roadside  and 
you  have  rung  the  wrong  organisation  to  ask  for  help!  It  is  interesting,  though,  that 
if  we  knew  nothing  of  the  date  of  these  Ptolemy  III  coins,  we  might  be  tempted  - 
erroneously  - to  opt  for  Christian  significance.  There  is  actually  an  interesting 
parallel  for  this  in  Constantinian  numismatics  worth  mentioning  here:  one  of  the 
Gloria  Exercitus  types  has  a small  cross  (-f)  as  a field  mark  between  two  ordinary 
military  standards  (i.e.  ones  not  bearing  the  chi-rho  monogram).  Is  this  a Christian 
symbol  or  is  it  "just  a cross"?  Opinions  differ. 

The  point  is  that  with  the  coins  of  Figs.  1 & 2 we  do  have  very  good  reason,  from 
the  coins  themselves,  as  well  as  from  historical  and  literary  sources,  for  claiming  a 
definite  Christian  significance.  We  do  not  have  anything  like  such  strong  reasons  for 
attaching  Christian  (as  opposed  to  military)  significance  to  the  Dafne  type,  and  I do 
not  see  how  Speck  & Huston  can  hail  is  as  "obviously  Christian."  Indeed,  if  we 
didn’t  know  the  date  of  Fig.  3,  we  might  be  more  inclined  to  give  it  Christian 
significance  than  the  Dafne  type!  As  I said  in  my  article,  and  I repeat  it  here:  the 
Dafne  type  might  carry  Christian  significance,  but  the  point  is  that  (unlike  Figs.  1 & 
2)  it  so  easily  might  not.  I continue  to  see  this  as  fair  comment  despite  Mr.  Huston’s 
heated  protestations. 


Bob  Forrest 
Manchester,  England 


Currency  system  changes  in  new  Czech  Republic  and  Slovenska  Republic: 

My  sister  returned  on  June  13th  from  a holiday  in  the  former  Czechoslovakia,  now 
split  into  the  Czech  Republic  and  the  Slovenska  Republic,  and  noted  a process  of 
change  in  the  currency  systems.  The  information  below  is  based  on  observation  and 
may  not  be  the  complete  picture. 
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Bank  Notes:  Slovenska  is  sticking  small  labels  measuring  17mm  x 25mm  on  all 
Czechoslovakian  bank  notes  from  20  korun  up  to  500  korun  (Fig.  a).  The  10  korun 
notes  seen  had  no  stamps.  The  Czech  Republic  may  also  be  revalidating  its  old  notes 
as  a 100  korun  note  obtained  in  Prague  seems  to  have  been  overprinted  in  one  comer 
(Fig.  b).  No  new  notes  were  observed. 


1 1 IS  mi 

K&X'Ulhx, 

Ifflt 

Fig.  (a)  Fig.  (b) 


Coins:  Slovenska  has  issued  its  own  coins.  ls(lovenska)k(orun)  (brass),  20  sk 

(multi-sided)  and  50  sk  (bimetallic)  were  observed.  All  were  dated  1993.  The  old 
coins  of  the  communist  regime  continue  to  circulate  in  both  republics  together  with 
1992  coins  where  the  name  of  the  state  is  replaced  by  the  initials  CSFR  (presumably 
Czechoslovakian  Federal  Republic). 


Philip  Memick 
London,  England 


NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 

"The  punch-marked  coins  were  the  coinage  actually  current  in  the  Maurya  empire. 
But  even  before  this,  and  chiefly  after  its  disappearance,  Iranian  and  then  Greek 
influence  began  to  be  felt  in  what  is  now  West  Pakistan.  The  first  coins  of  this  type 
are  thick,  slightly  bent  bars  of  silver,  stamped  with  wheel  or  sun-like  designs,  double 
on  the  large  denominations  and  single  on  others.  They  go  back  to  the  last  years  of 
Achaemenid  rule  in  the  Indus  valley,  and  are  struck  on  the  Persian  standard  ( siglos , 
5.601  gm),  showing  double,  half  and  quarter  sigloi.  The  Athenian  drachms  too 
reached  India,  in  the  wake  of  the  brisk  commerce  through  the  Persian  empire;  they 
were  even  imitated  locally." 


Taken  from  p.  403,  History  of  Mankind, 
Volume  2,  The  Ancient  World,  by  Luigi 
Pareti,  Paolo  Brezzi  and  Lucianno  Petech. 
(New  York:  Harper  & Row,  Publishers 
(1965). 

(Submitted  by  R.  J.  Hubert) 
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WINERY  TOKENS  FROM 
MENDOZA  (ARGENTINA) 

Wolfgang  Bertsch,  Darmstadt,  Germany,  NI  #2067 

With  nearly  300,000  hectares  of  vineyards  and  a production  of  13.5  million  hectoliters 
of  wine  per  year,  the  province  of  Mendoza  is  by  far  the  largest  wine  producing  area 
in  the  Americas. 

During  the  second  half  of  the  16th  century  wine  grape  saplings  were  introduced  to 
Mendoza,  but  the  area  occupied  by  vineyards  was  insignificant  in  colonial  times  and 
the  quantity  and  quality  of  the  wines  produced  was  fairly  low.  In  the  late  19th 
century  Italian,  French  and  Spanish  immigrants  brought  know  how  and  new  saplings 
to  Mendoza  and  the  wine  growing  industry  developed  at  a breath  taking  pace.  The 
area  used  as  vineyards  in  Mendoza  province  grew  from  only  400  hectares  in  1852  to 
47,000  hectares  in  1887  and  more  and  more  quality  wines  were  produced.  The 
construction  of  the  railway  that  connects  Mendoza  with  Buenos  Aires  was  completed 
in  1884  and  trains  started  to  operate  in  1885,  opening  new  markets  to  Mendoza’s 
wine  producers  which  up  to  then  had  exported  their  wines  mainly  to  Chile.  The 
distance  from  Mendoza  to  Argentina’s  urban  area  to  the  west  could  now  be  covered 
in  a much  shorter  time  and  goods  could  be  transported  at  more  reasonable  rates  than 
earlier  on  when  only  animal  drawn  carts  and  roads  in  deplorable  condition  were 
available. 

The  grapes  are  harvested  from  March  to  May  each  year  with  the  help  of  seasonal 
workers,  often  complete  families  from  Bolivia  and  Paraguay.  These  workers  are  not 
paid  by  the  hour  but  according  to  the  quantity  of  grapes  they  harvest.  Special 
containers  for  the  harvest  are  used  which  are  known  locally  as  "tacho".  They  are  a 
type  of  basket  with  one  handle,  formerly  made  out  of  thin  sheet  metal,  but  nowadays 
from  plastic.  When  they  are  filled  they  can  hold  about  20  to  22  kilograms  of  grapes. 
Whenever  a worker  has  filled  his  container  he  has  to  take  it  to  a lorry  which  is 
waiting  near  the  vineyard.  A responsible  employee,  called  a "fichero",  makes  sure 
that  no  leaves  are  among  the  grapes  and,  after  the  container  has  been  emptied  into  the 
lorry,  throws  a token  into  the  empty  basket  Formerly  the  containers  were  willow 
baskets  which  were  emptied  into  large  barrel  type  containers  called  "caneca"  which 
were  regularly  collected  by  donkey  carts.  Whenever  the  harvester  has  gathered  ten 
or  twenty  tokens  he  can,  at  least  in  some  vineyards,  exchange  them  for  tokens  of  high 
denominations  which  can  be  obtained  from  the  "fichero".  At  the  end  of  the  day  or 
end  of  the  week  the  tokens  can  be  cashed  at  the  vineyard’s  office. 

The  tokens  are  struck  in  aluminum  and  usually  show  the  figure  "1"  on  one  side 
together  with  some  design  connected  with  the  harvest:  grapes  and  vine  leaves,  or  the 
outlines  of  a "tacho".  In  addition  some  tokens  show  the  legend  "no  negociable"  (not 
negotiable).  The  other  side  of  the  token  normally  shows  the  name  of  the  wine 
producing  company  ("bodega")  or  of  its  owner,  sometimes  an  additional  name 
indicates  its  location.  Tokens  are  still  used  nowadays  and  during  the  last  harvest  in 


181 


1992  they  represented  a value  of  25  cents  (about  the  same  amount  in  U.S.  cents).  A 
skilled  worker  can  harvest  between  50  and  70  "tachos"  a day. 

Tokens  are  called  "fichas"  in  Spanish  from  which  the  word  "fichero"  is  derived.  They 
were  widely  used  in  South  America  from  the  first  half  of  the  18th  century  onwards, 
mostly  in  haciendas,  shops,  mines  and  occasionally  for  transport  They  were 
sometimes  criticized  as  an  instrument  of  exploitation  of  the  workers,  since  many  of 
them  could  only  be  used  to  purchase  goods  in  the  company  or  hacienda  shops  where 
prices  were  often  higher  than  in  the  open  market.  I don’t  know  if  the  latter  practice 
ever  prevailed  in  the  wine  industry. 

As  far  as  I am  aware,  only  a few  winery  tokens  have  been  published  numismatically. 
Therefore,  I will  illustrate  some  typical  pieces  which  obviously  represent  only  a very 
small  selection.  Considering  that  around  1,200  wine  producing  companies  exist 
nowadays  in  the  province  of  Mendoza,  hundreds  of  different  tokens  should  exist.  To 
this  one  should  add  further  tokens  which  are  and  were  certainly  used  in  other  wine 
growing  provinces  of  Argentina  like  San  Juan  and  Salta. 


Catalogue  of  Selected  Winery  Tokens 


The  seventeen  (17)  specimens  which  we  will  describe  and  illustrate  are  all  made  from 
aluminum.  There  may  well  exist  earlier  pieces  made  from  brass,  copper  or  nickel, 
but  unfortunately  so  far  we  have  not  encountered  any  of  these. 


1.  Obverse:  Figure  "1",  surrounded  by  grapes  and  vine  leaves. 

Reverse:  Legend:  LOS  TRES/HNOS/MUSRI/PHILIPPS. 

Diameter:  20  mm. 
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2. 


3. 


4. 


5. 


Obverse: 

Reverse: 

Diameter: 


Obverse: 

Reverse: 

Diameter: 


Obverse: 

Reverse: 

Diameter: 


Obverse: 

Reverse: 

Diameter: 


Figure  "1"  within  circle,  grapes  and  legend 
PEDRO/BERTONA. 

Identical. 

20  mm. 


Same  as  obverse  of  No.  1. 

Legend:  PEDRO/Y /FELIPE/P ALMERO. 
20  mm. 


Figure  "1"  surrounded  by  a circle  of  dots. 

Legend:  VINEDOS/L.MALNIS/LA  CONSULTA/SAN 

CARLOS-MZA. 

22  mm. 


Figure  "1"  and  design  of  "tacho"  (basket  for  harvest). 
Legend:  LA  PEG  A. 

20  mm  (hexagonal). 
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6. 


Obverse: 

Reverse: 

Diameter: 


Figure  "1"  with  a design  of  grapes  and  vine  leaves. 
Legend:  G./GUINAZU/DE/SUAREZ. 

20  mm  (square). 


7.  Obverse: 
Reverse: 
Diameter: 


Legend:  NO  NEGOCIABLE  with  "10"  below.  Grape  and  vine 
leaf  design  below  denomination. 

Legend:  LARRAZAB  AL/HNOS/CASILDA/TRES 

PORTENAS.  Countermarked  with  figure  "1". 

23  mm. 


8. 


Obverse: 

Reverse: 

Diameter: 


Figure  "20"  with  grape  and  vine  leaf  design.  Legend:  NO 
NEGOCIABLE. 

Legend:  SAN  LORENZO/S. R.L. 

25  mm. 
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9.  Obverse:  Figure  "1"  and  design  of  "tacho"  (basket  for  harvesting). 

Reverse:  Legend:  ROSSI/Y/TORRE. 

Diameter:  20  mm. 


10.  Obverse:  Figure  "20"  surrounded  by  a circle  of  dots. 

Reverse:  Legend:  SUCS.  ROSSI  Y TORRE/ALTO  VERDE.  Vine  leaf 

in  center. 

Diameter:  23  mm  (hexagonal). 


11.  Obverse: 
Reverse: 

Diameter: 


Figure  "50". 

Legend:  SUCS.  ROSSI  Y TORRE/ALTO  VERDE.  In  center 
vine  leaf  surrounded  by  garland. 

27  x 26  mm  (oval,  clipped  on  one  end). 


185 


12.  Obverse: 
Reverse: 
Diameter: 


13.  Obverse: 

Reverse: 

Diameter: 


14.  Obverse: 
Reverse: 
Diameter: 


15.  Obverse: 
Reverse: 
Diameter: 


Figure  "1"  with  garland  around. 
Legend:  LA/RURAL. 

20  mm. 


Figure  "1"  with  leaf  and  grape  design  and  legend:  NO 

NEGOCIABLE. 

Legend:  LA/RURAL/VDOS  Y BGA/TUPUNGATO. 

20  mm  (hexagonal). 


Same  as  obverse  of  No.  13. 

Legend:  LA/RURAL/VDOS . Y BGA./MAIPU 
20  mm  (hexagonal). 


LA  i 

Sm* 

Figure  "1"  with  grape  and  vine  leaf  design. 
Legend:  LA/RURAL/VDOS.  Y BGA/MAIPU 
20  mm  (square). 
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16. 


17. 


Obverse:  Legend:  LA/RURAL/VDOS.  Y BGA./10/MAIPU 

Reverse:  Identical. 

Diameter:  27mm  (square). 


Obverse:  Figure  "20"  surrounded  by  garland. 

Reverse:  Legend:  LA/RURAL.  Small  flower  in  center. 

Diameter:  25  mm. 


Abbreviations  occurring  in  the  legends: 


BGA 

HNOS 

MZA 

sues 

VDOS 

rh 


Bodega  (winery) 

Hermanos  (brothers) 

Mendoza 

Sucesores  (successors) 

Vinedos  (vineyards) 

This  sign  can  be  found  on  some  of  the  tokens  and  most 
probably  refers  to  the  company  who  manufactured  these  tokens: 
Matriceria  Cuyo. 


References: 


Cunietti  Ferrando,  Amaldo:  Monedas  y Medullas.  Cuatro  Siglos  de  Historia  y Arte, 
Buenos  Aires  1989. 

Ferrari,  Jorge  N.:  Las  Latas  de  Esquila,  Rosario  1973. 
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M6  F.,  Fernando:  Vitivinicultura,  Mitologla,  Leyenda,  Historia.  Problemas 

Vitivinlcolos  Argentinos.  Buenos  Aires  1979. 


Olguin,  Dardo:  Mendoza  y sus  Vihas.  Historia  de  la  Vitivinicultura.  Diario  de 
Mendoza  8.3.71  - 5.5.1971. 

Rulau,  Russell:  Latin  American  Tokens.  A Guide  Book  and  Catalog  1700-1920. 
Iola,  1992. 

Reina  Rutini,  Rudolfo:  Historia  de  la  Vitivinicultura  en  Mendoza.  Mendoza  1985. 

Segall,  Marcelo:  Biografla  Social  de  la  Ficha  Salario.  Revista  "Mapocho",  Vol.  2, 
Nr.  2 (1964). 

Woodside,  William  W.:  "Argentine  Wineyard  Tokens",  TAMS  Journal,  June,  1972. 


Note:  I wish  to  thank  Mr.  Jorge  Derman  of  Buenos  Aires  who  first  drew  my 

attention  to  Argentina’s  winery  tokens.  My  thanks  also  go  to  Mr.  R.  Reino  Rutini, 
president  of  La  Rural  and  its  outstanding  Wine  Museum  for  providing  valuable 
information. 


NUMISMATIC  EXTRACTS  FROM  SELECTED  LITERATURE 

"THE  OLD  LADY  OF  THREADNEEDLE  STREET.  A synonym  for  the  Bank  of 
England,  which  stands  in  this  street.  The  term  dates  from  the  late  18th  century,  and 
there  is  a caricature  by  Gilray,  dated  22  May  1797,  entitled  The  Old  Lady  in 
Threadneedle  Street  in  Danger,  which  refers  to  the  temporary  stopping  of  cash 
payments,  26  February  1797,  and  to  the  issue  of  one-pound  notes  on  4 March  of  the 
same  year. 

William  Cobbett  ( Rural  Rides:  From  Petersfield  to  Kensington,  20  Nov.  1875,  says: 

’Great  apologies  are  due  to  the  Old  Lady  from  me  on  account  of  my  apparent 
inattention  towards  her  during  her  ...present  fit  of  that  tormenting  disorder 
which  ...  comes  upon  her  by  spells.’" 


Taken  from  p.  1 1 12,  Brewer’s  Dictionary 
Phrase  and  Fable. 

(Submitted  by  Tutivillus) 
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THE  GOOD  OLD  DAYS? 


Bill  Snyder,  Cookeville,  Tennessee,  NI  # 2342 

During  the  precious  metal  boom,  every  coin  show  had  its  silver  and  gold  dealers. 
They  were  not  to  be  confused  with  the  many  other  dealers  at  shows  who  had  coins 
for  collectors. 

These  bullion  buyers  came  with  plenty  of  cash,  ready  to  buy  (or  sell)  gold  or  silver. 
They  came  with  so  much  silver,  gold,  and  cash,  in  fact,  that  they  never  traveled  alone, 
or  unarmed. 

Silver  was  a hot  item.  The  dealers  would  buy  it  in  any  form,  as  long  as  its  assay 
could  be  easily  established.  They  bought  sterling  silver  spoons,  candle  sticks, 
antiques,  and  coins.  (They  were  not  much  interested  in  foreign  silver  coins,  as  it  was 
something  of  a hassle  to  look  up  the  percentage  purity  of  each  piece.)  Silver  was 
bought  by  weight,  so  much  an  ounce  or  pennyweight  or  gram,  dependent  on  the  world 
price  of  silver.  Most  was  destined  for  the  melting  pot,  to  be  made  into  bars,  usually 
weighing  from  10  to  1000  troy  ounces.  Some  was  diverted  into  one  ounce  "Art"  bars. 
These  had  scenes  depicting  subjects  as  diverse  as  Michelangelo’s  works,  racing  cars, 
and  Christmas. 

Buying  activity  centered  around  pre-1965  U.S.  dimes,  quarters,  and  half  dollars.  You 
would  often  hear  the  clatter  of  machines  counting  these  silver  coins  into  canvas  bags. 
When  the  contents  of  a bag  reached  $1000.00  "face",  it  would  be  sealed  for  shipment 
to  refineries. 

As  the  world  silver  price  rose,  the  number  of  sellers  increased.  Collectors  and  dealers 
were  dumping  every  recent  silver  coin  except  those  of  really  high  grade.  First  the 
Roosevelt  dimes  were  sold.  As  time  went  on,  and  prices  rose,  the  older  Mercury 
dimes  and  even  Barber  dimes  appeared.  The  same  sort  of  thing  happened  with  truly 
collectible  quarters  and  half  dollars. 

They  all  would  have  gone  into  the  melting  pot,  except  for  one  thing  - buyers.  Many 
came  for  a chance  to  look  through  whatever  had  just  crossed  the  dealers’  tables.  That 
is,  they  were  sometimes  allowed  to  look  for  scarce  dates  in  the  new  purchases. 
Failing  that,  they  bought  unsearched  quantities  ($100.00  face  in  halves,  for  example) 
of  newly  purchased  silver. 

This  was  the  heyday  of  the  bullion  dealers.  They  had  eager  buyers  and  eager  sellers. 

And  what  of  gold?  Its  world  price  per  ounce  was  also  rising  (though  not  as 
dramatically  as  the  silver).  As  might  be  expected,  there  was  an  active  market  in  gold 
coins,  also. 

The  silver  coins  and  flatware  were  placed  behind  the  dealers’  tables.  On  their  front 
tables,  in  cases,  were  U.S.  2-1/2,  5,  10  and  20  dollar  gold  pieces,  in  VF  to  AU 
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condition.  The  circulated  pieces  were  often  just  separated  by  type  into  piles.  So 
much  per  piece,  your  choice.  (Some  uncirculated  pieces  also  found  their  way  into  the 
piles.)  Little  attention  was  paid  to  dates,  except  really  scarce  ones.  And  why  not? 
Unless  the  coin  was  really  scarce,  its  weight  in  gold  had  a higher  value  than  it  catalog 
price.  "Better"  types  ($3  gold  pieces  and  $10  "Indians")  and  gem  BU  gold  were 
available  upon  request. 

The  questions  most  often  heard  at  the  shows  were: 

"What  do  you  get  for  $20  ’Libs’?" 

"What  do  you  pay  per  $100  face  silver?" 

"How  much  for  Morgans  (silver  dollars,  that  is)?" 

Coins  had  become  a commodity. 

There  were  foreign  gold  coins,  too.  They  were  generally,  however,  only  those  items 
considered  as  "bullion"  pieces  (read  as  "not  collectible").  Mainly,  they  were  gold 
coins  which  were  being  struck  or  restruck  in  huge  numbers  by  South  Africa,  Mexico, 
Austria,  and  others.  These  countries  were  taking  advantage  of  the  tremendous 
demand  for,  and  high  price  of,  gold  at  that  time. 

Some  foreign  gold  in  those  cases  was  not  of  recent  manufacture.  You  could  nearly 
always  find  British  Sovereigns,  Columbian  5 Pesos,  and  early  20th  century  Mexican 
gold  pieces.  They  were  sold  like  bullion,  a dollar  or  two  over  their  intrinsic  value. 
It  was  a shame,  but,  again,  their  gold  value  exceeded  their  collector  (catalog)  value. 

There  were  often  large  stacks  of  the  British  pieces.  You  could  find  Sovereigns  from 
Sydney,  South  Africa,  India,  and,  I’ve  heard,  even  Canada.  Each  piece  contained 
0.2354  ounces  of  pure  gold.  There  was  no  question  of  VF-30  or  AU-50.  No  matter 
the  grade,  you  could  pick  and  choose  at  slightly  more  than  0.2354  times  the  current 
gold  price. 

I decided  that,  as  long  as  I was  buying  a few  pieces  (halfway  expecting  Armageddon, 
like  many  others),  that  I would  try  to  get  one  of  each  date  of  the  Columbian  5 Pesos. 
They  contained  the  same  amount  of  gold  as  did  Sovereigns,  so  they  could  be  had  for 
the  same  price.  A date  set  should  be  easy  to  complete,  as  they  were  only  produced 
from  1913  to  1930  (and  none  were  made  in  1914,  1915,  or  1916).  The  first  series 
(1913-19)  were  the  ugly  (not  well  struck)  "Workman",  but  the  later  "Large  Head"  and 
"Small  Head"  types  were  quite  handsome.  So,  at  each  show,  after  looking  for  U.S. 
type  coins  at  other  tables,  I would  go  through  Columbian  5 Pesos. 

Most  of  the  pieces  at  the  dealers  tables  were  either  the  poorly  struck  "Workman"  of 
the  World  War  I period  or  the  "Small  Heads"  of  1924-1930.  The  1924’s  were 
plentiful.  Well,  I thought,  it  should  be  easy  to  get  all  the  nice  looking  later  dates. 
It  didn’t  take  long  to  find  1924,  1925,  1926,  1927,  1928,  and  1929.  I could  not  find 
a 1930.  That  bothered  me  because  I had  believed  that  all  dates  of  this  type  were  of 
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equal  scarcity  (or  commonness).  Dam  it,  the  1930  was  not  supposed  to  be  scarce! 

And  then,  the  bubble  burst.  Gold  and  silver  prices  dropped  - FAST.  Bullion  dealers 
were  searching  their  stocks  for  anything  that  might  be  collectible.  They  stopped 
buying  bullion,  looking  instead  for  collector  coins.  The  counting  machines  and 
canvas  bags  were  left  "back  at  the  shop",  and  the  market  for  restrike  gold  and  silver 
bars  disappeared. 

I finally  found  a 1930  5 Peso.  It  was  at  the  table  of  a dealer  who  served  coin 
collectors.  But,  by  then,  there  were  no  "bullion"  dealers  to  be  seen. 

* * lie  * * * * * **  * * * ********  **  ***  * ***  * * ***************  *****  ***********  ****  * 

THE  RAMA-TANKA 

The  Rama-tanka  is  the  name  given  to  gold  cup-shaped  medals  of  varying  sizes  that 
were  issued  in  Southern  India,  especially  by  the  Kings  of  Vijayanagara.  Originally 
they  were  introduced  to  commemorate  the  enthronement  of  the  king.  They  bear  the 
design  of  the  durbar,  or  inauguration  ceremony  of  the  Rama,  with  his  consort  Siva, 
in  the  ancient  city  of  Ayodhya.  The  other  side  of  the  medals  have  Hanuman  standing 
holding  a club. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

********************************************************************* 


THE  OERTCHEN 

This  is  a diminutive  of  Ort,  according  to  the  monetary  regulations  adopted  by  the 
district  of  "Kreisordnung"  of  lower  Saxony  in  1568,  and  its  value  was  established  at 
two  pfennige.  It  is  of  frequent  occurrence  in  East  Friesland  and  was  used  in  a 
number  of  the  German  States  to  the  end  of  the  seventeenth  century.  A similar  coin, 
called  the  "Oirtken",  was  struck  for  Brabant  in  1512,  and  had  a value  of  twelve 
Myten. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 

********************************************************************* 


THE  TURNEY 

The  Turney  was  a variety  of  a base  silver  coin  that  was  current  in  Ireland  at  the 
beginning  of  the  fourteenth  century.  The  name  was  derived  from  it  being  an  imitation 
of  the  Gros  Tournois.  In  1339,  a writ  was  issued  against  the  "Black  Money  called 
Turneys  . however,  the  writ  allowed  the  Turney  to  pass  until  other  money  could  be 
provided  for  Ireland  by  the  Crown. 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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REAL  NOTGELD? 


David  Block,  Gainesville,  Florida,  NI  # 894 

The  wild  field  of  German  paper  emergency  money  embraces  productions  of  every 
sort.  One  of  the  interesting  byways  of  the  Serienscheine,  or  series  notes,  is  the 
production  of  spoofing  notes,  of  which  the  set  of  four  notes  listed  in  Lindman’s 
catalog  as  256  Dermbach  is  a good  example. 

The  notes  are  printed  on  a fairly  heavy  blue  paper;  the  art  work  is  entirely  in 
silhouette.  These  four  seventy-five  (75)  pfennig  notes  are  stated  to  be  from  the 
Dermbach  section  of  the  Rhon  Club,  a club  formed  by  the  friends  of  the  Rhon 
Mountains.  The  notes  are  further  characterized  as  being  the  "Narrow  gauge  railway 
series." 


A ...  Of  I s;|  * ~ t . 

wiifjn)Citite<^honRUitu(DC(gvcti>in5  Dormborfr 


jtPcr  ditfcn  grfiein  ffic  Tlotgeld  t>au,  Dor  isfc  uon  porn  herein  gepcslit  H 


The  face  common  to  the  notes  shows  a couple  of  hikers  in  the  foreground,  laughing 
their  heads  off.  Their  merriment  is  explained  by  the  notation  "Whoever  thinks  this 
note  is  emergency  money  is  swindled  from  the  start." 


192 


Note  one  is  "The  man  in  a hurry."  The  doggerel  may  be  translated,  "One  time  a 
farmer  was  walking  to  the  city  and  he  encountered  the  train.  A conductor  asked  the 
old  wight,  "Wouldn’t  you  like  to  ride  with  us?"  The  farmer  replied,  "I’m  in  a hurry 
today,  my  friend." 


lViiGchlachtfest'. 
Braucht  Gin  i no)  halves  IDaswr  man 
3um  ©chladjrfcsr/rq^  besctie|oen 


cnnuppe 


Note  two  is  "The  slaughter  festival."  If  one  needs  hot  water  for  a slaughter  he  tells 
the  train  personnel  of  his  need;  they  give  it  gladly  any  time.  It’s  o.k.  with  the 
travellers;  they  are  happy  they  can  share  the  slaughter  soup." 


193 


Note  three  is  "Fishing  forbidden."  "If  someone  gets  on  the  train  in  Dorndorf  and 
immediately  begins  to  fish,  by  the  time  the  train  reaches  Nurde  he’ll  have  caught 
enough  trout  for  a meal.  But  don’t  let  them  catch  you  angling;  it’s  forbidden  to  fish 
while  travelling." 


ti 


n , 1nijcinrc2000 
flmBtibnb<f steM  stommeln  (Sreis, 
Den  Bcirtoas  otiupNiacir  silborweiss 
Cr  s^ch^  soil"  hunCertfahron  und 
6cbli^  IDurjeln  sdion  boflnOen 

<£runO. 

€s  roarttf  Closer  Me  JTlaiin 
PenllmkiuabOerMOcibahn.  ' 


Note  four  is  "In  the  year  2000."  "At  the  station  silently  stands  a senile  man,  his 
beard,  his  head  of  hair  silver  white.  He’s  been  standing  there  for  a hundred  years  and 
has  already  sunk  roots  deep  in  the  ground.  This  good  man  is  waiting  for  the  spur  line 
to  be  renovated." 
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BOOK  NEWS  &,  REVIEWS 


WANG  MANG.  By  Robert  Tye.  South  Uist,  1993.  Soft  cover  booklet,  20  pages,  line 
drawings,  and  critical  bibliography.  Available  from  Robert  Tye,  LochEynort,  Isle 
of  South  Uist,  PA81 5SJ,  United  Kingdom.  Price  is  £2.00  postpaid  (or  U.S.  $3.50  or 
DM  5). 

Mr.  Tye's  compact  booklet,  WANG  MANG,  is  an  historically  interesting,  numismatically 
enlightening,  and  all-round  delightful  work.  Every  numismatist  is  familiar,  at  least  in  a 
fleeting  fashion,  with  the  wonderfully  intriguing  coinage  issued  by  the  mints  of  Wang 
Mang  while  he  was  emperor  of  China  from  9 AD  to  23  AD.  After  reading  WANG  MANG, 
numismatists  will  have  a greater  understanding  of  the  coinage  and  the  forces  which 
created  it.  Additionally,  after  reading  this  booklet,  numismatists  will  have  acquired  a 
useful  history  of  Wang  Mang,  the  forces  which  both  created  him  and  guided  his  policies, 
as  well  as  a revealing  snapshot  of  China  both  before,  during,  and  immediately  after  the 
reign  of  Wang  Mang. 

The  booklet  offers  a glimpse  of  the  philosophical,  economic,  and  external  (e.g.,  the 
Huns,  famine)  forces  which  shaped  the  history  of  the  period.  Additionally,  the  author 
draws  some  interesting  parallels,  such  as  those  he  finds  while  comparing  Wang  Mang's 
policies  and  those  advocated  by  twentieth  century  socialism. 

As  far  as  the  coinage  goes,  there  are  useful  charts  outlining  the  five  currency  reforms 
of  Wang  Mang  and  the  real  world  consequences  occasioned  by  the  reforms.  There  are 
also  a number  of  very  clear  and  useful  line  drawings  of  the  coins  issued  by  Wang  Mang. 

Mention  also  needs  to  be  made  of  the  impressive  bibliography  which  the  author  drew 
upon  in  creating  this  work.  The  bibliography,  though  short,  most  surely  demonstrates 
that  the  author  utilized  many  of  the  most  important  references  available.  A s an  example, 
the  very  first  reference  cited  is  The  Memoir  of  Wang  Mang  from  the  Han  Shu  (The  Han 
Dynastic  History).  This  work  was  written  by  Pan  Ku,  a servant  of  the  Han  dynasty  a few 
decades  after  Wang  Mang  had  interupted  the  Han  dynasty's  exercise  of  the  imperial 
power,  yet  it  remains,  nevertheless,  a remarkably  unbiased  work.  Mr.  Tye  details  the 
value  of  this  work,  as  well  as  its  limitations,  as  he  does  with  all  the  sources  he  used.  Such 
critical  bibliographies  as  this  are  most  welcome  when  encountered  and  sorely  missed 
when  absent. 

Finally,  I would  be  remiss  if  I did  not  offer  the  author  congratulations  for  producing  such 
an  interesting  work  and  offering  it  to  the  numismatic  community  at  such  a nominal  price. 
I hope  that  more  than  a few  readers  of  this  review  are  moved  to  order  the  work  if  only 
to  encourage  Mr.  Tye  to  produce  more  such  works  of  similar  quality  in  the  future. 

Mr.  Tye  has  kindly  donated  a copy  of  his  work  to  the  NI  Library. 

Reviewed  by  Donald  S.  Yarab. 
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MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 


David  Mullins,  P.  O.  Box  17571,  Nashville,  TN  37217:  I need  help  in  locating  a 
Malta  1977  1 Pound  (KM-45)  coin  that  is  for  sale.  I would  prefer  an  uncirculated 
copy  but  would  buy  a proof  copy.  Any  help  appreciated.  If  you  have  one  for  sale, 
please  let  me  know. 

Howard  A.  Daniel  III,  P.  O.  Box  626,  Dunn  Loring,  VA  22027-0626:  References 
wanted  in  any  language,  even  Chinese  or  Japanese,  which  discuss  or  list  the  names 
of  the  kings  and  emperors  of  Viet  Nam,  their  reign  titles  and  dates  of  reign,  and  other 
information  about  them.  References  are  also  sought  which  describe  the  usurpers, 
lords,  and  rebels  of  Viet  Nam  from  legendary  times  to  1945.  Please  write,  or  call  me 
(703)  560-0744,  about  those  in  your  library  or  from  other  sources. 

William  Snyder,  P.  O.  Box  1242,  Cookeville,  TN  38503:  Information  on  error  coins 
available,  and  wanted.  A data  base  of  known  World  mis-struck  coins  is  being  kept. 
Over  1400  different  brockages,  off-centers,  double  strikes,  etc.  are  listed  in  detail.  If 
you  would  like  information  on  the  coins  of  any  country,  or  can  provide  information 
on  any  that  you  own,  or  have  seen  for  sale,  please  write. 

Ralph  A.  Cannito,  P.  O.  Box  304,  Washington.  N.I  07882:  WANTED  - 

Islamic/ Arabic  hammered  silver  coinage.  From  622  AD  to  1900  AD;  especially 
interested  in  rupees,  multiple  and  Nazarana  rupees  of  Afghanistan,  Indian  Princely 
States  and  the  Mughal  Empire.  Also  interested  in  Ottoman  & Persian  Empire  silver 
coinage  and  many  others.  Buying  one  coin  or  a collection.  Dealers  and  collectors 
offers  are  welcome. 

Phil  Wing,  P.  O.  Drawer  58204,  Cincinnati,  Ohio  45258:  British  Coins  Wanted  - 
All  Hammered  silver  and  gold  coins  Fine  and  Better.  All  silver  coins  1660-1760  VF 
or  better.  All  gold  Guineas  VF  or  Better.  Will  buy  for  cash  or  trade  for  other  coins. 
Please  send  or  write. 

NI  ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  See  page  30  of  the  February,  1993  issue  for  rules 
regarding  sending  items  in  for  attribution,  or  write  to  the  Chairman  of  the  Attribution 
Service  at  the  regular  Dallas  address  before  sending  items. 

sit******************************************************************* 


THE  SENAGE 

Senage,  or  Synage,  is  money  paid  for  "Synodals",  a tribute  due  to  the  bishop  or  arch 
deacon  at  Easter.  John  Wyclif,  referred  to  this  custom  in  a tract  that  was  written 
around  1380,  and  was  reprinted  in  his  works  edited  in  1880.  "And  whanne  bischopis 
& here  officeris  comen  & feynen  to  visite....wrecchid  curatis  ben  nedid  to  festen  him 
richely  & geue  procuracie  & synage." 


(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutcher) 
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